
Introducing DataDotIntroducing DataDot
What are DataDots?

They are high tech transparent polyester D t D t are detected by exposing areas of a• They are high tech transparent polyester
discs either 0.5mm or 1mm in diameter

• These discs or DataDots are all marked 
with lines of text by a sophisticated laser 
etching process (PIN Personal

DataDotsare detected by exposing areas of a
vehicle, components and assets to UV lighting 
which will illuminate “contaminated” locations, 
allowing authorities to view the information it 
contains

etching process. (PIN - Personal
Identification Number)

• DataDots are suspended in a water-based 
polyurethane adhesive which contains and 
ultra-violet (UV) element as well as otherultra-violet (UV) element as well as other
unique security components

• This PIN is allocated to you and remains 
yours for life!  No two numbers will be the 
same
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The DataDot:The DataDot:

Magnified
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DataDots are read using a g
simple hand-held scope
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Datadot Vehicles
• A fitment protocol exists for vehicles that consists of three areas namely Engine Compartment, 

Vehicle Interior and Under-carriage. These three areas in turn have certain fitment locations 
which is where the DataDots are applied to the vehiclepp

• Standard passenger vehicles will be marked with 10,000 DataDots and have a minimum of 88 
fitment locations throughout, with each location containing no less than 30 DataDots

• A balance of 30% visible and 70% hidden DataDots is maintained to ensure a high level of 
theft deterrencetheft deterrence

• Warning stickers are fitted, in most cases to the rear ¼ window

• The fitment specification (protocol) has been designed to contaminate tradable parts and 
components of vehicles and ensure that investigating authorities are able to detect DataDots
and identify the vehicle components

• When a DataDot is found in the front of a vehicle, the investigating officer will look in the rear 
of the vehicle for DataDots in order to establish if the vehicle has not been cut and joined
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Vehicles Continue
• DataDot is ISO 9001 accredited. This covers all the processes in the quality chain leading to 

the customer

• SANS 534-1 (SABS) Microdot Standard is the official protocol for governing microdot 
procedures in South Africa

DataDot Protection Guarantee

• DataDot offers a protection guarantee on its product, by providing a R 2,000 cash-back 
payment to the owner. This guarantee is valid for a period of 1 year and is subject to the 
vehicle having fully comprehensive insurance and the vehicle being stolen are not recovered

• The guarantee can be extended at an nominal fee should the customer require it
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Datadot Assets
• The DataDot Asset kit consists of an aerosol can with 3,000 DataDots submerged in a water-based 

polyurethane adhesive which contains an ultra-violet element and other security components

• You are also provided with a manual applicator and warning signs• You are also provided with a manual applicator and warning signs

• DataDots are applied manually or by spaying your valuable assets on covert and overt places, by the owner 
himself (DIY)

• Warning stickers and signs must be fitted to your property to warn criminals that the assets are marked for 
Police identificationo ce de t cat o

• You will receive access to our web based database to record all information related to your marked assets. 
Only you will have access to your information 

• The DataDots has been designed to contaminate tradable assets that will enable investigating authorities to 
detect DataDots and identify the assets and rightful owner

• As an result of the size and unknown number of DataDots applied to an asset and the unique information 
reflected on it, it becomes virtually impossible to completely rid a stolen asset of its original identity
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Summary of BenefitsSummary of Benefits
• Improves personal safety since making the asset worthless to thieves

• Proven results with both Theft reduction and Recoveries

• At least 50% reduction in theft and hijacking risk

• Reduced insurance premiums

• Protection Guarantee – owner receives R 2,000 if the insured vehicle is stolen 
and not recoveredand not recovered

• Increase the risk of business to professional thieves

• Reduction of registration fraud and re-birthing

• Elimination of cloningElimination of cloning

• Warranty assistance – return of parts or vehicles where substitution has taken 
place
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DataDot fitment makes the criminal’s task riskier. 
Thus, the professional or syndicate thief will avoid 

DataDotted vehicles and assets
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Statistics
Although the accuracy of the information cannot be confirmed by Business Against Crime 

South Africa, the effectiveness of microdots is attested to by the following sources:

• International statistics indicate that Microdot technology leads to a decrease of between 
50% and 60% in the number of stolen and hijacked vehicles.  It also leads to an 
improvement of more than 55% in recoveries. 

• In South Africa, Avis and Clarendon Transport Underwriters have reported a drop of 
more than 52% in vehicle theft and a dramatic increase of 87% in the recovery rate with 
the usage of DataDot Technology.

• Gerhard Genis, head of Santam’s Claims Administrative Services, was quoted in the 
Santam Focus of 1 June 2005 as saying, “Not only does the fitment of DataDot represent 
a reduction in theft of at least 50%, it also brings about savings to insurers and brokers 
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and it increases the safety of all clients”. 
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Our Customers
• Santam Insurance -All stolen and recovered vehicles. Policy holders receive a 

premium discount if DataDot is fitted;
• OutSurance- Policy holders receive a premium discount if DataDot is fitted;OutSurance- Policy holdersreceiveapremiumdiscountif DataDotis fitted;
• McCarthy Imports - Foton and Mia models since June 2007;
• Nissan South Africa - all vehicles imported and manufactured as from October 2006;
• BMW - selective vehicles as from January 2007, all models from October 2007;
• Toyota Quantum - all vehicles as from March 2005;
• all vehicles of a specific importer and manufacturer of luxury vehicles in South Africa 

who will be marking all models by the end of October 2007;
• SAPS all vehicles purchased as from April 2006 part of RT57 tenderprocess;• SAPS- all vehicles purchased as from April 2006, part of RT57 tender process;
• Clarendon Transport Underwriters (CTU) - all vehicles from the insurer; 
• AVIS - vehicles at the request of vehicle rental companies;
• Imperial Rent-a-car – all Chico’s and Tazz’s from 2005;
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• Some Asset Clients – Polokwane Municipality, De Beers, African Art Museum, EMS. 

Jhb
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What can DataDot markers be applied to?What can DataDot markers be applied to?

Virtually all valuables can be Datadotted:

Motor vehicles bikes boats trailers quad bikes computers hi fi’sMotor vehicles, bikes, boats, trailers, quad bikes, computers, hi-fi s,
VCRs, antiques, sports equipment, microwave ovens, firearms, etc

The DataDots will adhere safety to nearly 
all house property, business equipment, 

ehicles and their parts!
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vehicles and their parts!
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Why is the system so effective?Why is the system so effective?

• Warning labels and notice boards are supplied to make 
it clear that your vehicle and/or property is marked for 
Police identification.

• Thieves will not know how many dots have been 
applied – or in how many different locations the items 
have been marked

• Thieves must locate all the dots and remove them

• The police need only find one dot in order to prosecute
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Frequently asked questions:

Q: How many DataDot kits will I need?

Frequently asked questions:

A: Home: 1 kit marks +- 100 typical home items

Office: 1 kit will mark about 30 computer systems

Vehicle: 1 kit will mark 1 vehicle

Q: Can I mark my vehicle with an asset kit?

A: No. A protocol to mark vehicles is agreed on when marking vehicles. A stringent verification process is also 
followed before the vehicle is Datadotted. Only Approved Datadot Fitment Centres may Datadot a vehicle

Q: Can I mark my Quad bike / Jet Ski with an asset kit?

A: Yes. Ensure you update the Datadot Database once your asset is marked. Also ensure you apply the 
warning label to the marked item (Quad bike, Jet Ski, etc)
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Frequently asked questions:
Q:What happens if I move home or sell a vehicle?

A: The DataDot database is entirely flexible. If you change address you simply update your details via e-
mail or by post. Similarly, if you sell your car, the benefits will be passed onto the new owner. With 
vehicles, the PIN used will always be linked to that vehicle i.e. it will not be your personal PIN – rather 
that of the vehicle

Q:How many Datadots are applied to a vehicle?

A: 10,000 Datadots are applied to your vehicle by an Approved Datadot Fitment Centre

Q:How long does it take to mark a vehicle?

A: The Datadot fitment centre requires approximately 20 minutes to complete the process

Q:Is there any Insurance benefits if my vehicle is Datadotted?Q:Is there any Insurance benefits if my vehicle is Datadotted?

A: Various Insurance companies give a Insurance premium discount. Contact your Insurance company to 
confirm the discount applicable to your policy

Q:How do I use the Datadot Database on the www datadotdna co za website?
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Q:How do I use the Datadot Database on the www .datadotdna .co.za website?

A: When you purchase a asset kit, you will automatically be registered on the database. A username and 
password will be e-mailed to you. You will now be able to register all your marked valuables together 
with photos on the database. This will assist you to prove ownership in future
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